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“Amazing Race”  
With A Local Twist 

by Kathy Casstevens, Marketing Director 

Utica, IL—Shannon Fitzgerald will have a better-
than-usual birthday this year because today she and 
her boyfriend took top honors in Starved Rock 
Lodge’s first-ever “Amazing Race”.  Fitzgerald’s 
team-mate, Tony Teunissen of Belviedere wanted 
to give his girlfriend a unique gift for her birthday 
this year. “I found the race on Starved Rock’s 
website. I knew that this would be perfect for 
Shannon since she loves to run!” said Teunissen, 
who is also a seasoned runner.  

Starved Rock’s scaled-down version of the 
“Amazing Race” was organized by Illinois Valley 
native and Starved Rock’s Activities Director Edna 
Daugherty, “I am an avid fan of the CBS-TV show 
and was ready to accept planning the event when it 
came up at a brainstorming meeting to create great 
events at Starved Rock.” A total of 13 teams (from 
IL, IN,  and MO) entered the competition which 
began at 4 pm Sunday, Nov. 8. “The clues were 
challenging and physical. They stretched from 
Starved Rock to Buffalo Rock and over to the 
LaSalle Canal Boat where 75% of the entrants (9 
teams) made it to the final stretch, then it became a 
race to the finish, deciding whether to take Route 6 
or 71 to return to the Lodge,”  said Daugherty. Just 
12 seconds divided the winners from second-place 
finishers Kim and Ron Stark of Oak Park. Third 
place went to Dean and Karen Ayres of Defiance, 
MO. Jim and Terri McKenna of Springfield, IL 
didn’t finish in the top 5, but they did finish and 
were happy to sum up the outing, “We knew we’d 
never make the TV version of the Amazing Race 
and this was just like being there,” said Terri 
McKenna, “We’re empty nesters and our kids will 
be so proud of us.” Tom Freeman of Brookfield, IL 
said, “It was hard, but I wouldn’t change a thing! 
We’ll be back next year.” Assistant activities 
director, Abbie Cochran said, “We had great 
weather and that helped the race to be completed 
much faster than we expected.”  

The winning team took home $250, two therapeutic 
massages at Starved Rock’s Massage Cabin and a 
free, overnight stay. Plans are now underway to 
create another Amazing Race for the spring of 
2010. Check www.starvedrocklodge.com for 
updates. 
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13 Teams Participated in Starved Rock’s 1st “Amazing Race”  
Nov. 9, 2009 

1st Place Winners 
Shannon Fitzgerald (Rockford) 
& Tony Tuenissen (Belviedere) 

1st Place Winners Shannon & Tony (center) with Starved Rock Lodge  
President , Terry Cross; Abbie Cochran (Asst. Activities Director),  

Edna Daugherty (Activities Director); Mitch Wagner (General Manager) 
and Amy Soltis (Human Resources Manager)  


